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BOSTON (CBS/AP) — Republican Charlie Baker has 
been elected governor of Massachusetts, defeating 
Democrat Martha Coakley and three independent 
candidates to reclaim the state's top political office for 
the GOP. 
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LATEST GALLERIES 



Baker, 57, is the former CEO of Harvard Pilgrim Health 
Care. He worked hard to reach out to independent and 
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Democratic voters and women as he tried to project a 
more moderate image than four years ago, when he 
lost to incumbent Democratic Gov. Deval Patrick. 
Patrick opted not to seek election to a third term. 

Baker also had to overcome a few self-inflicted 
stumbles and criticism from Coakley and Democrats 
that he was out of touch with ordinary voters. 

The win puts the governor's office back in Republican 
hands for the first time since Gov. Mitt Romney's term 
ended in 2007. 



His running mate, Karyn Polito, introduced Baker as the next governor of Massachusetts early 
Wednesday morning. Baker thanked his supporters for staying up so late, and said he respected 
Coakley's decision to wait until all of the votes were counted. 

"I talked to her a couple minutes ago and she said she really wants to wait until the morning to 
see the final results," Baker told the crowd just after 1 a.m. Wednesday. 

"That's fine, in politics, in elections every vote counts. I'm perfectly fine with giving her until the 
morning." 

Coakley's campaign advisor, Doug Rubin, told WBZ's Jon Keller that they thought the race was 
too close to call and may pursue a recount. 

Governor Deval Patrick has not commented on the election results yet. 

However, a tweet on his account went up briefly Wednesday morning around 7 a.m. 
congratulating the "Gov-elect and LG-elect" with a link to the Transition 2015 page of the state's 
website. 
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Congratulations to the Gov-elect & 
LG-elect. We stand ready to help 
with a smooth transition & wish you 
the best. 1. usa.gov/1pj0CRv 



The tweet was pulled down minutes later with no explanation. 

(TM and © Copyright 2014 CBS Radio Inc. and its relevant subsidiaries. CBS RADIO and EYE 
Logo TM and Copyright 2014 CBS Broadcasting Inc. Used under license. All Rights Reserved. 
This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. The Associated Press 
contributed to this report.) 
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GuestReader • 3 hours ago 

I read in another report that it can take three days for all the hand counted votes to be 
tallied. Will the final election results take three days and then from there a potential 
recount? 

v • Reply • Share > 



Goodguy • 3 hours ago 

Now who will the Republicans blame when everything goes wrong? Watch Baker do a 
"Romney" and become an absentee governor as he runs around the country working 
on his next political aspiration. 

v • Reply • Share > 

Sea Ray • 3 hours ago 

Charlie, when Shauna speaks you would be wise to listen. She'll be replacing you in a 
few years when you decide to move on. 

v • Reply • Share > 

Sea Ray • 4 hours ago 

Massachusetts even smells better this morning. What a glorious day! 

1 ^ v • Reply • Share > 




Billy OB • 4 hours ago 

Thank God Baker won. Now all those poor illegals can't get in-state tuition. Waaaaa. 

2 a, v . Reply • Share > 



Sea Ray • 4 hours ago 

Charlie, the first thing to do is turn off EVERY EBT Card in the state and make 
everyone reapply. Then scrutinize the hell out of the applicants. You will cut welfare 
fraud by 80% 

3 /n >/ . Reply • Share > 
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Bob ^ Sea Ray • 3 hours ago 

Good idea, but will he do it? My bets on "nothing will change" 

v • Reply • Share > 

corporate rebels unite <4 Sea Ray • 4 hours ago 

Every year they should have to re apply in person, assess the need and go 
from there, no more free lunches. 

1 v . Reply • Share > 



Sea Ray ^ corporate rebels unite • 4 hours ago 

I would limit all welfare to one year. 

^ v . Reply • Share > 



corporate rebels unite ^ Sea Ray • 3 hours ago 

What? And cut in on "generational wealth"? I am all for giving 

someone a helping hand in times of need, lifetime handout is 

crippling to people, it serves no one well. There are a lot of 

loopholes that need to be reassessed and patched up in this 

program. 
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Sea Ray ^ corporate rebels unite • 3 hours ago 

Enough is enough. Can't Feed them? Don't Breed Them! 

^ v • Reply • Share > 




corporate rebels unite • 4 hours ago 

I had mixed emotions over Mr. Baker, I am no fan of outsourcing, however, we really 
need a person that can make decisions however painful they may be, we don't want to 
trend like the EU. I hope he spends our money wisely. 

I really did not and do not think Ms. Coakley had/has a any true managerial skills or a 
solid plan for the Commonwealth and felt she would be the puppet for someone else. 
Overall I am pleased with the outcomes, hopefully in a couple of years into this I still 
feel this way about our choice. 
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Parker • 4 hours ago 

This is sad day for the progressive policies that emphasize compassion. You know 
the first thing he'll do is reduce foodstamps and other vital assistance programs, 
lowering the taxes necessary to take care of the poor and downtrodden, our social 
safety net. You may not like it, but a lot of these elections were close. If the 
undocumented workers would have been registered, those numbers could have 
pushed us over the top in many of these. Latinos vote 85% democrat. If we just keep 
the border open and push for amnesty, we'll get our numbers next time! 
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Sea Ray ^ Parker • 4 hours ago 

You should be imprisoned for treason. 
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KARMA31 6 * Parker • 4 hours ago 

hmmmmmmm... CRACK.. .YUP FOR SURE CRACK 

1 ^ v • Reply • Share > 





Rambo • 4 hours ago 

New Bedford fishermen put Baker over the top! 
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Martha lost. Boo hoo. • 5 hours ago 
Good-bye Martha! Enjoy your retirement! 
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Never_Speechless • 9 hours ago 
RECOUNT! 
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Sea Ray ^ Never_Speechless • 4 hours ago 

One Mississippi, Two Mississippi, Three 
Mississippi... 

Coakley is still the loser. Coakley is still a loser 

^ v . Reply • Share > 

First • 9 hours ago 
First! 
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